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" Ministry of National Defence " was set up under General
Trochu, with Jules favre (one of the old " Five ") in charge
of foreign affairs, and Leon gambetta (a fiery young Gascon
lawyer, who had already made a mark by his withering indict-
ments of the Empire) as Minister of the Interior. The Empress,
who had long dreaded lest a revolution should bring upon her
the fate of Marie Antoinette, fled to England, where she lived
until 1920.
§ 151. the war of national defence.—Sedan was another
Sadowa. Would it be followed by another Prague—would
Bismarck push on with a peace of reconciliation in order to
forestall the intervention of the Powers ? The whole history
of our civilisation since then would have been different if he
had done so ; but he did not. He gave way to the demand of
the General Staff that Alsace and Lorraine should be annexed.
When the German armies reached striking-distance of Paris,
Favre sought an interview with Bismarck; but on learning the
price of peace he closed all discussion with the words " Not an
inch of our soil, not a stone of our fortresses ! "
So the war went on. The Germans invested Paris, but made
no attempt to take it by storm. Just before the lines closed the
seat of government was removed to Bordeaux; and soon
afterwards Gambetta escaped in a balloon to organise and
inspire the nation for a tremendous struggle to hurl back the
invader. With his quenchless energy, his imperious will and
his fiery eloquence, he tried to play the part which Danton had
played in the great days of 1793 (§31). Within a few weeks
he had half a million men under arms, and had unearthed a
capable commander in Chanzy. For a time it seemed as if the
heroic effort might be successful, for half the German forces
were occupied by the siege of Metz, and they had perilously
long lines of communication. As great feats of marching and
fighting were performed as in the famous " Campaign of
France " (§ 79), and a little victory at Coulmiers did much to
raise the spirit of the nation. But the conditions of warfare

